






�e Only Graded Example �us Far
of the Very Rare Coventry Mint Ryal of Edward IV

3120	 �(�G�Z�D�U�G �,�9�� �À�U�V�W �U�H�L�J�Q �������������������� �*�R�O�G �´�5�R�V�H�µ �5�\�D�O �R�I �W�H�Q �V�K�L�O�O�L�Q�J�V�� �O�L�J�K�W �F�R�L�Q�D�J�H �������������������� �&�R�Y�H�Q�W�U�\ 
�0�L�Q�W�� �.�L�Q�J �V�W�D�Q�G�L�Q�J �L�Q �V�K�L�S �K�R�O�G�L�Q�J �V�Z�R�U�G �D�Q�G �V�K�L�H�O�G�� �& �L�Q �Z�D�Y�H�V �E�H�O�R�Z �I�R�U �&�R�Y�H�Q�W�U�\�� �( �R�Q �Á�D�J �D�W �V�W�H�U�Q�� 
�U�R�V�H �R�Q �K�X�O�O�� �O�H�J�H�Q�G �D�Q�G �E�H�D�G�H�G �E�R�U�G�H�U�V �V�X�U�U�R�X�Q�G�L�Q�J�� �W�U�H�I�R�L�O �V�W�R�S�V �E�R�W�K �V�L�G�H�V�� �L�Q�L�W�L�D�O �P�D�U�N �V�X�Q �R�Q �U�H�Y�H�U�V�H 
�R�Q�O�\ �������������������� �(�'  �: �$�5�'�·�� �'�,�� �*�5�$�·�� �5�(�;�� �$�Q�*�/�·�� �= �)�5�Q�&�·�� �'�Q�6�� �,���%���� Reverse: �U�R�V�H �D�W �F�H�Q�W�U�H �R�Q 
�V�X�Q�E�X�U�V�W�� �R�Y�H�U �F�U�R�V�V �Z�L�W�K �Á�R�U�L�D�W�H �D�Q�G �O�L�V �W�H�U�P�L�Q�D�O�V�� �F�U�R�Z�Q �R�Y�H�U �O�L�R�Q �L�Q �H�D�F�K �D�Q�J�O�H�� �D�O�O �Z�L�W�K�L�Q �E�H�D�G�H�G �D�Q�G 
�O�L�Q�H�D�U �W�U�H�V�V�X�U�H �R�I �H�L�J�K�W �D�U�F�V�� �Á�H�X�U�V �L�Q �V�S�D�Q�G�U�H�O�V�� �E�H�D�G�H�G �F�L�U�F�O�H �V�X�U�U�R�X�Q�G�L�Q�J�� �Q�6 �R�I �O�H�J�H�Q�G �V�W�U�X�F�N �R�Y�H�U �6�Q�� 
�
�,�K�&�·�� �$�9�7�·�� �7�5�$�Q�6�,�(�Q�6�� �3�(�5�� �P�(�'�,�9�P�� �,�/�/�2�5�9�P�� �,�%�$�7�� �Z�H�L�J�K�W ���������J ���6�F�K�Q�H�L�G�H�U �������� �1������������ 
�6�������������� �1�L�F�H �E�U�R�D�G �V�W�U�L�N�L�Q�J�� �Z�H�D�N �L�Q �S�D�U�W�V �R�I �O�H�J�H�Q�G �E�R�W�K �V�L�G�H�V�� �K�D�V �E�H�H�Q �J�U�D�G�H�G �D�Q�G �V�O�D�E�E�H�G �E�\ �1�*�& �D�V 
�$�8������ a very rare Mint.�� �������������� 

�1�*�& �&�H�U�W�L�À�F�D�W�L�R�Q ������������������������ 

�: �H �Q�R�W�H �W�K�L�V �L�V �W�K�H �R�Q�O�\ �H�[�D�P�S�O�H �R�I �W�K�H �&�R�Y�H�Q�W�U�\ �0�L�Q�W �5�\�D�O �J�U�D�G�H�G �F�X�U�U�H�Q�W�O�\ �E�\ �1�*�& �D�Q�G �L�V �W�K�H�U�H�I�R�U�H �W�R�S �R�I �W�K�H �S�R�S�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q�� 
�3�&�*�6 �K�D�Y�H �\�H�W �W�R �J�U�D�G�H �D�Q �H�[�D�P�S�O�H �H�L�W�K�H�U �D�W �W�K�H �W�L�P�H �R�I �Z�U�L�W�L�Q�J�� �7�K�H �P�L�Q�W �P�D�U�N �R�I �V�X�Q �Z�D�V �R�Q�O�\ �X�V�H�G �I�U�R�P �������� �W�R �������� �G�X�U�L�Q�J 
�W�K�H �À�U�V�W �U�H�L�J�Q �R�I �.�L�Q�J �(�G�Z�D�U�G �,�9 �D�W �W�K�H �%�U�L�V�W�R�O�� �/�R�Q�G�R�Q �D�Q�G �<�R�U�N �P�L�Q�W�V�� �8�Q�I�R�U�W�X�Q�D�W�H�O�\�� �R�Q�O�\ �W�K�H �D�F�F�R�X�Q�W�V �I�R�U �/�R�Q�G�R�Q �V�X�U�Y�L�Y�H 
�I�U�R�P �W�K�L�V �S�H�U�L�R�G �D�W �W�K�H �F�X�U�U�H�Q�W �W�L�P�H �D�Q�G �V�K�R�Z �D �O�D�U�J�H �R�X�W�S�X�W �R�I �J�R�O�G �R�I �…�������������� �L�Q �W�K�H �D�F�F�R�X�Q�W�L�Q�J �S�H�U�L�R�G ���V�W �6�H�S�W�H�P�E�H�U �������� �W�R 
�����W�K �6�H�S�W�H�P�E�H�U ���������� �-�X�G�J�L�Q�J �E�\ �W�K�H �V�F�D�Q�W �D�P�R�X�Q�W �R�I �V�X�U�Y�L�Y�R�U�V �R�I �W�K�H �&�R�Y�H�Q�W�U�\ �0�L�Q�W �L�Q �F�R�P�P�H�U�F�H �W�R�G�D�\�� �W�K�H �X�Q�N�Q�R�Z�Q �P�L�Q�W�D�J�H 
�R�I �W�K�L�V �S�U�R�Y�L�Q�F�L�D�O �P�L�Q�W �P�X�V�W �K�D�Y�H �E�H�H�Q �E�X�W �D �P�H�U�H �I�U�D�F�W�L�R�Q �R�I �Z�K�D�W �Z�D�V �S�U�R�G�X�F�H�G �L�Q �/�R�Q�G�R�Q�� 

�(�[ �6�R�W�K�H�E�\�� ���W�K �0�D�\ ���������� �O�R�W ��������
�(�[ �7�K�R�V �+ �/�D�Z �&�R�O�O�H�F�W�L�R�Q�� �6�W�D�F�N�V �%�R�Z�H�U�V �3�R�Q�W�H�U�L�R�� �$�X�F�W�L�R�Q �������� �����W�K �$�X�J�X�V�W ���������� �O�R�W ������������
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The Only Graded Example Thus Far of the
Very Rare Norwich Mint Ryal of Edward IV

3121	 Edward IV, first reign (1461-70), Gold “Rose” Ryal of  ten shillings, light coinage (1465-70). Norwich 
Mint, King standing in ship holding sword and shield, mint letter n in waves below for Norwich, E on flag 
at stern, rose on hull, Latin legend and beaded borders surrounding, trefoil stops both sides, initial mark 
sun on reverse only (1465-66), ED .WARD’. DI: GRA’. REX. AnGL’. Z FRAnC’. DnS. I.B., Reverse: rose 
at centre on sunburst, over cross with floriate and lis terminals, crown over lion in each angle, all within 
beaded and linear tressure of  eight arcs, fleurs in spandrels, beaded circle surrounding, stop between I and 
B, *IhC’. AVT’. TRAnSIEnS: PER: mEDIVm: ILLORVm. I.BAT, weight 7.65g (Schneider 422; N.1552; 
S.1956). Nice broad striking, rim a little uneven otherwise a very presentable example, has been slabbed 
and graded by NGC as MS61, extremely rare.	 $19,500 

NGC Certification 5845559-004. 

This coin at the time of  writing appears to be the only example of  the very rare Norwich Mint Ryal so far graded at NGC or 
PCGS. The abbreviated Latin legends translate as on the obverse “Edward by the Grace of  God, King of  England and France, 
Lord of  Ireland” and on the reverse “But Jesus, passing through the midst of  them, went His way” taken from the Bible. The 
English coinage was devalued on 13th August 1464 in response to a decline in the Wool trade, and secondly a general shortage 
of  coinage metal, due to the long-standing value of  bullion in England being unchanged since 1412 compared to that in France. 
Extremely rare gold Nobles were struck in the low output times at the start of  the reign until 6th March 1465. The light coinage 
of  the new Ryal at ten shillings face value then commenced with increased output, the devaluation having placed the gold Noble 
value from six shillings and eight pence up to eight shillings and four pence. To deal with the increased output, branch mints were 
opened in the cities of  York, Bristol, Coventry and Norwich, all opening from July 1465, but output apparently fell away quickly 
as by 1466 it seems more competitive terms for coining were offered in the Low Countries. The legacy of  which is a small number 
of  surviving coins of  the branch mints of  which Norwich and Coventry are the hardest to come by. 

Ex Dix, Noonan and Webb, 28th September 2005, lot 574.
Ex Property of  a Gentleman, Mark Rasmussen List number 27, Spring 2015, item C16.
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The Highest Graded Example of a Gold Ryal of Edward IV

3122	 Edward IV, first reign (1461-70), Gold “Rose” Ryal of  ten shillings, light coinage (1466-67). London mint, 
King standing in ship holding sword and shield, ship rigging with three ropes to left, one rope to right, E 
on flag at stern, rose on hull, trefoil stops both sides, initial mark crown on reverse only (1466-67), ED: 
WARD’ DI’ GRA; REX. AnGL’. Z. FRAnC.DnS’. I.B’., Reverse: rose at centre on sunburst, over cross 
with lis terminals, crown over lion in each angle, all within beaded and linear tressure of  eight arcs, fleurs 
in spandrels, beaded circle surrounding, stop between I and B, IhC; AVT; TRAnSIEnS; PER mEDIVm; 
ILLORV. I.BAT, weight 7.70g (Schneider 361/-; N.1549; S.1950). Lightly toned, some red wax residue on 
reverse, has been graded by NGC as MS63, the finest graded at present of  this variety.	 $7,500 

NGC Certification 5880656-015. 

We note at the time of  writing that this is the highest grade assigned an example of  S.1950 for this mint mark at NGC out of  23 
examples graded, and is therefore top of  the population at both grading services, as PCGS have only graded one example a level 
below at 62. The obverse legend translates as “Edward by the Grace of  God, King of  England, Lord of  Ireland” and on the 
reverse “But Jesus, passing through the midst of  them, went His way” taken from the Bible. The accounts of  gold output for the 
period of  time where the crown mint mark appears alone are missing. 

Ex Spink Coin Auction 190, 27th September 2007, lot 537.
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Highest Graded Bristol Mint
Gold Ryal of King Edward IV Top of Population

3123	 Edward IV, first reign (1461-70), Gold “Rose” Ryal of  ten shillings, light coinage (1465-70). Bristol Mint, 
King standing in ship holding sword and shield, B in waves below for Bristol, E on flag at stern, rose 
on hull, legend and beaded borders surrounding, trefoil stops both sides, initial mark crown on reverse 
only (1466-69), ED WARD’. DI: GRA’. REX. AnGL’. Z FRAnC’. DnS’. I.B., Reverse: rose at centre on 
sunburst, over cross with floriate and lis terminals, crown over lion in each angle, all within beaded and 
linear tressure of  eight arcs, fleurs in spandrels, beaded circle surrounding, IhC’. AVT’. TRAnSIEnS. PER. 
mEDIVm. ILLORVm: I.BAT, note stop after last I, weight 7.74g (Schneider 419; N.1550; S.1954). Toned, 
has been graded and slabbed by NGC as MS60 the highest graded piece of  this variety and mint.

	 	 $7,500 

NGC Certification 5880656-016. 

We note currently that this is the highest graded Bristol Mint Ryal of  S.1954 at NGC and that PCGS have yet to grade any 
examples. The mint mark of  crown was only used from 1466 to 1469 during the first reign of  King Edward IV at the Bristol, 
London and York mints. Unfortunately, most of  the accounts do not survive from this circa 50 month period at the current time. 
Accounts at Bristol immediately following this mint mark period do survive however and show a mere £3,201 of  gold being 
struck the year following from 30th September 1469 to 29th September 1470. The next 7 months after are also missing, but 
the final account over 14 months from 1st May 1471 until the Bristol Mint closure on 23rd July 1472 do survive and show only 
another £2,638 output of  gold. These are very small outputs especially compared to London where known outputs are always 
five figure sums and often 10 to 20 times more. 

Ex Spink Numismatic Circular, July-August 1962, item 6885.
Ex Clarendon Collection, part I, Bonhams, 28th March 2006, lot 596.
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Currently the Finest Graded Posthumous Issue Gold
Crown of Henry VIII Top of Population

3124	 Henry VIII (1509-47), posthumous issue under King Edward VI, Gold Crown of  the Double Rose of  
five shillings. Struck in 20 carat crown gold, posthumous coinage (1547-51), first period, Tower Mint 
I, large crowned rose, crowned H to left, crowned R to right, beaded circle surrounding, Roman style 
lettering with lozenge stops, initial mark arrow (1547-48) both sides, HENRIC’. 8. RVTILA’. ROS’. SIN’. 
SPI’, Reverse:  crowned quartered shield of  arms, crowned H to left, crowned R to right, DEI’. GRA’. 
AGL’. FRA’. Z’ HIB’. REX.:, weight 3.10g (Schneider 649; N.1867; S.2395, incorrect S. number on NGC 
holder). Toned, has been graded and slabbed by NGC as MS63, the finest graded example of  the type.	 	
	 $5,000 

NGC Certification 5880654-004. 

This coin is currently the highest graded Posthumous issue gold crown at both services and the finest ever graded of  this 
denomination for Henry VIII at NGC. PCGS have graded two earlier and more common gold crowns of  differing types of  
Henry VIII as MS63. Therefore, this coin is currently top of  the population report. The abbreviated Latin legends translate as on 
the obverse “Henry VIII a dazzling rose without a thorn” and on the reverse “by the grace of  God, King of  England, France, 
and Ireland”. The first phase of  the coinage of  Edward VI was struck as a posthumous issue of  King Henry VIII on account of  
the debased state the coinage had been left in after costly foreign enterprises, leaving the gold coinage issued at a 20 carat fineness. 
Peace with France was not concluded till 1550 when the first steps could be taken to restoring the fineness to the coinage starting 
with the surrender of  Boulogne for the payment of  400,000 ecus of  gold (about £90,000). The gold Crown offered herewith 
was issued at a time when three mint locations were at work in the London area, Tower I and Tower II mints and the other at 
Southwark. The arrow mint mark was used at Tower I seemingly from the 5th April 1547 until 24th January 1549 when the lis 
mark comes into sole use; a period in which some £240,000 of  crown gold was struck at this mint. 

Ex Mark Rasmussen Numismatist, Surrey, list number 31, item 54.
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Currently the Second Finest Graded Mint Mark Tun
Fine Sovereign of Queen Elizabeth I

Lot 3125
2.5x



3125	 Elizabeth I (1558-1603), fine Gold Sovereign of  thirty shillings, sixth issue (1583-1600). Full facing 
robed figure of  Queen seated on large throne, lis headed pillar either side, throne back of  pellets in 
hatching, five small pellets up each side of  throne back, portcullis below Queen, tressure and beaded 
border surrounding, Latin legend and outer beaded border on both sides, initial mark tun (1592-93), 
+ELIZABETH D; G; ANG; FRA; ET. HIB; REGINA. Reverse: quartered shield at centre of  ornate rose, 
beaded circle surrounding, +A; DNO’ FACTV; EST. ISTVD. ET. EST. MIRAB’ IN OCVL; NRS; weight 
15.16g (Brown and Comber A26; Schneider 783; N.2003; S.2529). Weak part on face and shoulders, 
otherwise quite well struck and crisp around legends, has been graded and slabbed by NGC as AU55, 
becoming hard to find, very desirable.	 $25,000 

NGC Certification 5880656-018.

We note currently at time of  writing this is the second highest graded Elizabeth I fine Sovereign of  this mint mark across both 
services. The abbreviated Latin legend translates as on obverse “Elizabeth by the Grace of  God, Queen of  England, France 
and Ireland” and on the reverse “This is the Lord’s doing and it is marvellous in our eyes”, a Psalm from the Bible. The fine 
gold Sovereign of  Elizabeth I was a highly respected coin at the time, and was famed in the acting world of  the time of  William 
Shakespeare, as the coin of  choice to be honoured with should the Queen attend a performance personally. Traditionally the 
Queen would honour the playwright and the star of  the show with her favour reflected in the presenting of  a fine gold Sovereign. 
We have such evidence of  this in the will of  the Gentleman Actor Augustine Phillips of  Mortlake Surrey who was one of  the 
first to rise to such a social status in his profession. From his will dated 13th May 1605 we can see fine gold Sovereign presented 
described thus “I give and bequeath to my fellow William Shakespeare a XXxs piece in gould, To my fellow Henry Condell one 
other xxxs piece in gould.” Such a coin of  honour being highly revered and not to be spent in the lifetime of  the recipient. The 
usage of  mint mark tun for fine gold can be assume to have started production around the 1st February 1591/2 until the 10th 
June 1593 which is a known date from the surviving pyx trial records for the end of  the production of  the fine Sovereign, before 
giving way to the gold Pound in the next issue. It is estimated that some £12,000 worth of  fine gold coins were struck for this 
mark in this issue which includes the gold Angel and its fractions. 

Purchased from A H Baldwin and Sons, February 2006.



Currently the Finest Graded
Gold Sovereign of King James I Top of Population

Lot 3126
3x



3126	 James I (1603-25), Gold Sovereign of  twenty shillings, first coinage (1603-04). Struck in crown gold of  22 
carat fineness, second crowned armoured half-length figure of  King right, holding orb and sceptre, Latin 
legend and beaded borders surrounding, initial mark lis (23rd May to 10th November 1604) both sides, 
IACOBVS. D; G; ANG; SCO; FRAN; ET. HIB; REX., Reverse: crowned quartered shield of  arms, I to 
left and R to right, Latin legend and beaded borders surrounding, EXVRGAT. DEVS. DISSIPENTVR. 
INIMICI., weight 11.09g (Schneider 2; N.2066; S.2609). Lightly toned, with a well-defined portrait, has 
been graded and slabbed by NGC as AU58, very rare.	 $40,000 

NGC Certification 5880656-019. 

We note that this is currently the only example of  the second bust Sovereign graded at both services and that it is also the finest 
of  all the James I Sovereign thus far graded, therefore top of  the entire population. The first indenture for coinage in the reign 
is dated 21st May 1603 and allows for a “crown” gold 22 carat Sovereign of  twenty shillings, the only fine gold being the Angel 
and its fractions. The short-lived first issue features a legend mentioning England and Scotland separately, which only occurs in 
the first coinage of  this King before he styles himself  King of  Great Britain from the second coinage onwards. The second bust 
mint mark lis coinage is a short-lived issue within this coinage only being issued for four and a half  months, but alas there is no 
breakdown of  output between the first mint mark of  thistle and that of  the lis. What we do know is only £31,609 of  crown gold 
was made for all crown gold denominations across the first coinage which is only a small amount when compared with other 
later outputs in the other coinages. The abbreviated obverse legend translates as “James, by the Grace of  God, King of  England, 
Scotland, France and Ireland” with the reverse as “Let God arise and let his enemies be scattered.”. 

Ex James O’Byrne, Christies, 18th June 1963, lot 39.
Ex David Dupree Collection, purchased privately by Spink 1989.
Ex Thos. Law, Stacks Bowers Ponterio, 13th August 2013, lot 126.



Currently By Far the Finest Graded
Fine Gold Angel of King James I Top of Population

3127	 James I (1603-25), fine Gold Angel of  eleven shillings, second coinage (1604-19). St Michael slaying 
dragon right, Latin legend and beaded border surrounding on both sides, initial mark trefoil (1613) both 
sides, struck over tower over mullet on obverse, struck over tower on reverse, pellet stops, IACOBVS. 
D’ G’. MAG’. BRIT’. FRA’. ET. HI’. REX., Reverse: flat decked ship sailing, no bowsprit, large quartered 
shield at centre, I to left of  mast, cinquefoil to right, beaded circles and legend surrounding.A. DNO. 
FACTVM. EST. ISTVD., weight 4.64g (Schneider -; N.2081; S.2615). Lightly toned, fully round, especially 
rare in unpierced state, we note that there is no example of  this mint mark present in the Schneider 
Collection for this denomination, has been graded and slabbed by NGC as MS63.	 $12,500 

NGC Certification 5880656-021.We note that currently this is the finest graded gold Angel of  King James I across both services, 
being four grades finer than the next contender and top of  the population not just of  the variety but for the denomination in this 
reign. The output of  fine gold for this period was a mere £1,925, which covered four denominations from the impressive large 
gold Ryal to the small Half  Angel. The Angel was struck quite sparingly as evidenced by the reuse of  the obverse and reverse 
dies from previous mint mark periods. The obverse seems to have started life as a mint mark Mullet piece dating to 1611-12; it 
was then over-stamped with mint mark Tower for the period (1612-13) and then again with Trefoil for the remainder of  1613, 
good longevity for this time. The reverse was also used for mint mark Tower then over-stamped for use as mint mark Trefoil. 

Ex James Perley Storer, Spink Coin Auction 111, 21st November 1995, lot 162.
Ex A Collection of  Angels, Half-Angels and Quarter-Angels, A. H. Baldwin, Fixed Price List, Summer 2015, item ANG015.
Ex A. H. Baldwin, Fixed Price List, Summer 2017, item 134.
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The Only Example Thus Far Graded of the
Plain Cross Mint Mark of James I Double Crown

3128	 James I (1603-25), Gold Double Crown, second Coinage (1604-19). Fifth crowned bust right within 
beaded circles and legend, initial mark plain cross (1618-19), struck over crescent on reverse.IACOBVS; 
D;G; MA; BRI; FRA; ET. HI; REX., Reverse: crowned quartered shield of  arms, I to left, R to right.
HENRICVS. ROSAS. REGNA. IACOBVS., weight 5.04g (Schneider 41; N.2089; S.2623). Golden yellow 
tone on a full round flan, some slight striking striations, with a nice portrait, the penultimate mint mark of  
the coinage, has been slabbed and graded by NGC as AU55.	 $3,000 

NGC Certification 5880656-020. 

We note this is currently the only example of  this mint mark plain cross S.2623 graded at both services and therefore top of  
the population. The abbreviated Latin legends translate as on the obverse “James by the Grace of  God, King of  Great Britain, 
France and Ireland” and on the reverse as “Henry united the Roses, James the Kingdoms”, a legend that is exclusive to this reign. 
The original surviving Mint accounts show that £148,755 of  22 carat crown gold was struck for the period 1st April 1618 until 
31st March 1619. 

Ex Mark Rasmussen Numismatist, list 23, Summer 2012, item 51.
Ex G. W. Trow Collection, Classical Numismatic Group, Triton XXIII, 14th January 2020, lot 1384.
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Currently the Finest Graded Charles I
Double Crown by Briot S.2720 Top of Population

3129	 Charles I (1625-1649), Gold Double Crown or Half-unite of  ten shillings, Nicholas Briot’s first milled 
coinage (1631-32). Crowned draped bust left with jewelled crown, value .X. behind, all within inner beaded 
circle, initial mark daisy with B to left, pellet stops in Latin legend and outer toothed border surrounding, 
CAROLVS. D:G. MAG. BRITAN. FRAN. ET. HIB. REX, Reverse: inverted die axis, crowned garnished 
quartered shield, crowned C and lozenge to left, crowned R and lozenge to right, inner beaded circle 
surrounding, lozenge stops in Latin legend and outer toothed border surrounding, initial mark .B. to left 
of  crown, CVLTORES. SVI. DEVS. PROTEGIT, weight 4.50g (Schneider 279; Brooker 710; N.2295; 
S.2720). Slight adjustment marks in places both sides, light red pleasant tone, has been graded and slabbed 
by NGC as AU58, rare.	 $22,500 

NGC Certification 5880656-023. We note that currently this coin is top of  the graded population of  Briot Double Crowns Spink 
2720 across both grading services. The abbreviated Latin legends translate as on the obverse “Charles by the Grace of  God, King 
of  Great Britain, France and Ireland” and on the reverse “God protects His worshippers.” Nicholas Briot the Engraver general to 
the mints of  France, introduced his mechanised mill press to the Tower Mint in 1631, and produced at the 22 carat standard two 
small issues of  gold coins in 1631 and 1638, concurrent with the regular hammered issues. The milled issues were engraved to a 
very fine quality by Briot, like the coin offered here. Briot had gained the King’s favour in 1626 after having moved to England 
in 1625, the King wanting to improve the artistic merit of  the nation’s coinage, which led to Briot’s official appointment as mint 
engraver in 1634. 

Ex William Laud Raynes, Glendining, 15th February 1950, lot 261.
Ex Spink Coin Auction 215, 4-5th December 2012, lot 47.
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Currently the Third Finest Graded
Oxford Gold Triple Unite Dated 1642 S.2724 of Charles I

Lot 3130
2x



3130	 Charles I (1625-49), Gold Triple-Unite of  three Pounds, 1642. Oxford Mint, half-length crowned armoured 
figure of  King left, holding sword and palm branch, Oxford plumes in field behind, all within beaded 
circle, Latin legend and outer toothed border surrounding, initial mark Oxford plumes, CAROLVS: D: G: 
MAG: BRIT: FRAN: ET: HI: REX, Reverse: abbreviated Latin Declaration inscription in three wavy lines 
at centre, RELIG: PROT / LEG: ANG / LIBER: PAR, date below, three Oxford plumes over .III. value 
above, Latin legend commences upper left within beaded and toothed border surrounding, initial mark 
five pellets, :EXVRGAT: DEVS: DISSIPENTVR: INIMICI: weight 27.08g (Beresford-Jones dies III / 
S2; Schneider 286; N.2381; Brooker 832; S.2724). Struck on a full broad flan, a little weak on elbow and 
hands, with usual inherent raised die flaws, almost extremely fine, has been graded and slabbed by NGC 
as AU58.	 $100,000 

NGC Certification 5845559-006. 

This coin recently featured in the You Tube video “The Amazing Triple Unite!” by the British coin channel “Numistacker.” At the 
time of  writing only 45 gold Triple Unites have thus far been graded across both services which are then broken down by variety. 
For Spink 2724 eleven pieces have been graded at NGC and two at PCGS both of  which are lower in grade than this coin. Of  the 
11 graded at NGC only two are finer graded making this coin currently the third highest graded of  the 1642 dated S.2724 variety. 
The abbreviated obverse legend translates as “Charles, by the Grace of  God, King of  Great Britain, France and Ireland”. The 
abbreviated reverse Declaration translates as “The religion of  the Protestants, the Laws of  England, the Liberty of  Parliament”. 
The outer reverse legend translates as “Let God arise and let his enemies be scattered”. The gold Triple Unite represents the 
largest hammered gold denomination ever produced in the English series of  coinage at a face value of  Three Pounds. Such 
coins were produced at a time of  duress, when the King had moved his Capital from London after the Battle of  Edgehill, to 
the Royalist Universities of  the City of  Oxford, where he made a state entrance on 29th October 1642. The King lived at Christ 
Church, with the Queen installed at Merton; the Royalist Parliament met in the Upper Schools and Great Convocation House; 
the Privy Council at Oriel; and the Mint worked at New Inn Hall from the 3rd January 1642/3 but the records of  output have 
not survived to the present day. These magnificent gold coins were struck for only three dates, 1642, 1643 and 1644 with some 
variation as there are 24 different varieties of  obverse and reverse across these three dates, plus an extremely rare 1642 piece 
struck in Shrewsbury. Today, it is estimated the 25 different combinations exist in a mere surviving sample of  some 250 pieces. 
When the Triple Unite was introduced as currency it was more than double the value of  any previous English coin produced, and 
would have been seen as a magnificent piece of  propaganda against the Puritan cause, to show that though the King had moved 
from London, Oxford was a rich alternative City. Perhaps the King was inspired by similar large extremely rare Scottish coins 
produced some 70 years earlier by his Father, King James VI of  Scotland in 1575-6. The King had introduced the first regular 
newspaper printed in Oxford the “Mercurius Aulicus” from the 1st January 1642/3 (1642 old calendar style), and the introduction 
of  the new Triple Unite as currency is featured in the edition produced around the 18th February 1642/3, and features a woodcut 
illustration of  the new denomination (dies 1/S1 combination). This is thought to be the first ever illustration of  a current coin of  
the realm in contemporary print. As the new year in the old calendar style commenced on the 25th March this means all the 1642 
dated coins were produced in only a very limited time from mid-February to probably April at latest when 1643 dated pieces were 
no doubt produced. It seems the issue of  this great coin ceased with the great fire of  Oxford as reported in the same newspaper 
of  6th October 1644, as there are only three reverse types known of  1644. 

Ex Ira and Larry Goldberg, Hollywood, USA, 29th May 2006, lot 1202.



Currently the Finest Graded 1643 Dated
Oxford Mint Unite of King Charles I Top of Population

3131	 Charles I (1625-49), Gold Unite of  Twenty Shillings, Oxford Mint, 1643. Crowned armoured half-
length figure of  King left, holding upright sword and palm branch, value XX behind, Latin legend and 
beaded borders surrounding, initial mark Oxford plumes, CAROLVS. D: G. MAG: BR: FR: ET: HIBER: 
REX, Reverse: abbreviated Latin Declaration inscription on three line scroll at centre, RELIG: PROT / 
:LEG: ANG: / LIBER: PAR, date below, three Oxford plumes above, Latin legend commences upper 
left within beaded and toothed border surrounding, two pellets at end of  legend, EXVRGAT: DEVS: 
DISSIPENTVR: INIMICI:, weight 9.03g (Beresford-Jones dies VIII / 13; Schneider 318; N.2389; Brooker 
850; S.2734). Toned, quite well struck especially on portrait with just a few superficial weaknesses in legend 
and sword blade, has been graded and slabbed by NGC as AU55, with a good pedigree.	 $20,000

NGC Certification 5880656-022. We note currently that this is the top of  the population for a 1643 dated Unite of  Oxford at 
NGC and finer than all the 1643 dated Unites graded at PCGS. The abbreviated obverse legend translates as “Charles, by the 
Grace of  God, King of  Great Britain, France and Ireland”. The abbreviated reverse Declaration translates as “The religion of  
the Protestants, the Laws of  England, the Liberty of  Parliament”. The outer reverse legend translates as “Let God arise and let 
his enemies be scattered.” The records of  output at the Oxford Mint have not unfortunately passed down to the present day but 
there are a number of  different dies used across the Unite series from 1642 to 1646 inclusive as detailed in the artlcle “The Oxford 
Mint 1642-6” by R. D. Beresford-Jones, British Numismatic Journal, Volume 28, 1955, pages 604-619. 

Ex Captain Ronald D. Wills, Glendining, 6th December 1938, lot 93.
Ex Dr John Cosmo Stuart Rashleigh, part III, Glendining, 10th June 1953, lot 61.
Ex Heritage New York Signature Sale, 3rd January 2016, lot 31232.
Ex Dr Jonathan P Rosen, CNG Triton XXI, 9th January 2018, lot 1456.
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3132	 Charles I (1625-1649). Silver Halfcrown, 1642, Oxford Mint. King on horseback left, holding sword 
upright, without groundline, Reverse: Three Oxford plumes above Declaration, date below, mint mark, 
plume, weight 14.82g (S.2953; N. 2412). Double striking in legend, as struck with fully struck horseman, 
toned with considerable mint brilliance. About Uncirculated.	 $2,000

3133	 Charles I (1625-1649). Silver Crown, Truro Mint (1642-43). King on horseback left, sash flies out in two 
loose ends, Reverse: Oval garnished shield, mint mark rose, weight 30.04 g (S.3045; N.2531). Attractive 
antique light toning. In NGC holder graded AU 50.	 $1,500 

NGC Certification 4930815-056. 

The William Oldknow Collection.

3134	 Charles I (1625-49). Silver Crown, 1645. Exter Mint. King on horseback left with raised sword and 
flowing sash, mint mark Castle above, legend; CAROLVS D G MAG BRI FRA ET HI REX. Reverse; 
Oval garnished shield. Legend; CHRISTO AVSPICE REGNO followed by date, weight 28.83g (S.3062, 
N.2561). In NGC holder graded AU 50.	 $1,000 

NGC Certification 4930819-002. 

The William Oldknow Collection.
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Charles I, Worcester Mint Halfcrown

3135	 Charles I (1625-1649). Silver Halfcrown, Worcester Mint, circa 1644-5. King on horseback left, holding 
sword upright, horse’s tail falls straight down, small W above grass below, CAROLVS : D G : MAG : BRIT 
: FRAN : ET : HIB REX, Reverse: Large crowned square-topped garnished shield, CHRISTO AVSPICE 
REGNO, mint mark helmet, weight 14.23g (S.3096 ; N.2587). Irregular flan, antique light violet tone. Rare. 
In NGC holder graded AU 58.	 $2,500 

NGC Certification 4930819-001

As the tensions between Charles I and the Long Parliament increased in 1642, the cathedral town of  Worcester in Worcestershire 
was divided in their support for the Royalist and Parliamentarian causes. The town council preferred Parliament, the Worcestershire 
landed gentry preferred the king, and the general townsfolk preferred to steer clear of  both. However, when the English Civil War 
broke out on 22 August 1642, the gentry, who largely controlled the muster of  the local Trained Bands (militia forces), compelled 
Worcester to declare for the Royalists. As it turned out, this was a disastrous decision for the town.

Due to the strategic position of  Worcestershire for the Royalists in their struggle against the Parliamentarian forces in Birmingham, 
Warwickshire, and Gloucestershire, Worcester immediately had a military garrison imposed on it. The town was forced to billet 
and feed the Royalist forces stationed there while the cathedral was used to store munitions. The cathedral was seriously damaged 
in September-October 1642, after Parliamentarian forces under the Earl of  Essex briefly seized the town before they were forced 
to withdraw. In the years that followed, Worcester suffered crushing taxation, the forcible impressment of  its men into the 
Royalist army, and the destruction of  its suburbs in order to make the town proper more easily defensible. 

By the time this halfcrown was struck in 1644-1645, probably to finance the garrison and the ongoing work to improve the town’s 
fortifications, the Parliamentary noose was tightening around the Royalist forces, which only retained control of  parts of  the 
Westcountry and Wales. At last, following the major Parliamentarian victory at Stow-on-the-Wold (21 March 1646), hope faded 
for the Royalist cause and Worcester faced attack by 5,000 troops of  the Parliamentarian. 

The William Oldknow Collection.

2x



Very Rare Charles I, Salopia (Shrewsbury) Halfcrown (1644)

3136	 Charles I (1625-49). Silver Halfcrown, Salopia (Shrewsbury) mint circa 1644. Mint mark, lis, King on 
horseback left with raised sword, horse with mane blown forward, Reverse: Small crowned oval shield, 
weight 14.52g (S.3124; N.2605). Very rare. In NGC holder graded AU 58.	 $4,000 

NGC Certification 4930815-055

This important market town of  Shrewsbury in Shropshire had been a staunch Royalist stronghold since the outbreak of  the Civil 
War in 1642 and frequently served as a base of  operations for Charles’ skilled cavalry commander, Prince Rupert, the Duke of  
Cumberland. The coin may very well have been struck to finance Rupert’s 1644 campaign against the Parliamentarian forces in 
Northern England, which began with a muster of  the Royalist army at Shrewsbury in May. Unfortunately, despite some initial 
successes, Rupert suffered a major defeat at the Battle of  Marston Moor on 2 July, after which the North was completely lost to 
the Royalists. The Parliamentarian forces failed to immediately capitalize on their victory, however, and Shrewsbury remained a 
key Royalist supply depot until 22 February 1645, when a Parliamentary sympathizer in the town opened St. Mary’s Water Gate 
(subsequently renamed Traitor’s Gate) and permitted troops under Thomas Mytton to enter. The capture of  Shrewsbury was a 
great coup for the Parliamentarian cause, as it brought the final defeat of  Charles I much closer. Nevertheless, the victory was 
marred by Mytton’s implementation of  the Long Parliament’s Ordinance of  No Quarter, which decreed summary execution for 
Irishmen captured while fighting in support of  the English king. In revenge for the Irish captives killed at Shrewsbury, Prince 
Rupert ordered the execution of  Parliamentarian captives held at Oswestry. 

The William Oldknow Collection.
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Currently the Joint Highest Graded
1649 Gold Crown of the Commonwealth

3137	 Commonwealth (1649-60), Gold Crown of  five shillings, 1649. Variety without stops by mint mark or 
value, English shield within laurel and palm branch, legends in English language, initial mark sun, THE. 
COMMONWEALTH. OF. ENGLAND, Reverse: English and Irish shields, value V above, beaded circle 
and legend surrounding, date at top, legend surrounding.GOD. WITH. VS., weight 2.19g (cf. Schneider 
357; N.2719; S.3212). With pleasing copper red tone, the first date for the denomination, has been graded 
by NGC as AU58 and is currently the joint highest graded example at both services, a rare date.	

	 	 $17,500 

NGC Certification 5880621-006. 

We note at the time of  writing that there are only two examples graded dated 1649 at both services. This is the smallest 
denomination gold coin of  the Commonwealth, with all hammered coins of  this period being the first British coins to have 
legends in plain English. The accounting periods of  this time period were long and all the gold output is known only as a total 
over a 30 month period from 16th May 1649 until Christmas Day 1651, which amounted to £34,505. 

Ex Spink Coin Auction, 26th June 2013, lot 666.
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Rare Commonwealth Double Crown of 1651 Graded NGC MS61

3138	 Commonwealth (1649-60), Gold Half-Unite or Double Crown of  ten shillings, 1651. English shield within 
laurel and palm branch, legends in English language, initial mark sun.THE. COMMONWEALTH. OF. 
ENGLAND., Reverse: English and Irish shields, value .X. above, beaded circle and legend surrounding, 
date at top.GOD. WITH. VS., weight 4.50g (Schneider 350; N.2717; S.3210). Attractively toned, with 
underlying brilliance and well centred, has been graded and slabbed by NGC as MS61.	 $15,000 

NGC Certification 5880621-004. 

We note at the time of  writing that there are only three examples graded higher than this piece across both services. This is the 
mid-denomination gold coin of  the Commonwealth, with all hammered coins of  this period being the first British coins to have 
legends in plain English. The accounting periods of  this time period were long and all the gold output is known only as a total 
over a 30 month period from 16th May 1649 until Christmas Day 1651, which amounted to £34,505. 

Ex St James Auction 22, 1st October 2012, lot 425.
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3139	 Commonwealth (1649-60), Gold Unite of  twenty shillings, 1653. English shield within laurel and palm 
branch, legends in English language, initial mark sun.THE. COMMONWEALTH. OF. ENGLAND., 
Reverse: English and Irish shields, value .XX. above, beaded circle and legend surrounding, date at top, 
legend surrounding.GOD. WITH. VS., weight 9.16g (Schneider 341; N.2715; S.3208). Toned with an 
attractive red colour, has been slabbed and graded by NGC as AU58.	 $12,500 

NGC Certification 5880543-002. 

At the time of  writing this coin is currently the fifth highest graded of  fifteen that have been graded by this service; PCGS have 
only graded seven pieces, one of  which is higher. All gold coins of  this period are struck in 22 carat gold and are the first British 
coins to have legends in plain English. The output of  gold at this time in the accounting period of  1652 until November 1653 
was the highest of  the Commonwealth period at £38,010 worth. The output at this time was boosted by the capture of  a large 
bullion treasure from the Spanish mainly of  silver with some gold which boosted production by a quarter in this period. For 
further reading about “Cromwell’s Treasure” see the new book published by Spink 2020 “The Metal in Britain’s coins by Graham 
Birch, pages 94-100. x. 

Ex William Laud Raynes, Glendining, 15th February 1950, lot 261.
Ex Spink Coin Auction 215, 4-5th December 2012, lot 47.
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Currently the Finest Graded
1654 Commonwealth Unite Top of Population

3140	 Commonwealth (1649-60), Gold Unite of  twenty shillings, 1654. Date with 4 struck over 3, English shield 
within laurel and palm branch, legends in English language, initial mark sun.THE. COMMONWEALTH. 
OF. ENGLAND., the letter G struck over a retrograde D, Reverse: English and Irish shields, value .XX. 
above, beaded circle and legend surrounding, date at top, legend surrounding.GOD. WITH. VS., weight 
9.01g (cf.Schneider 342; N.2715; S.3208). Lightly toned, has been graded and slabbed by NGC as MS63, 
the finest graded of  the date, very rare indeed.	 $17,500 

NGC Certification 5880656-024. 

We note this 1654 dated Unite is currently the finest and top of  the population for this rare date across both services. The coin 
also ties with the finest graded Commonwealth Unites at PCGS which has examples of  the much more common dates of  1651 
and 1653 in the same high grade. All gold coins of  this period are struck in 22 carat gold and are the first British coins to have 
legends in plain English. In our experience for every 25 gold Unites of  the Commonwealth you see for sale, only 2 will be of  
the date 1654. To find the variety with the overdate and the retrograde D in legend is perhaps an even greater ratio of  rarity. 
The output of  gold at this time is broken down no further than a four year accounting period from December of  1653 until 
November of  1657 with a gold output at the Mint of  a mere £23,111. 

Ex St James Auction 7, 8th February 2008, lot 170
Ex Dr Paul Broughton Collection, Spink Coin Auction 235, 22nd March 2016, lot 470.
Ex CNG Review, Summer 2016, item 431570.
Ex Jonathan P Rosen Collection, CNG, Triton XXI, 9th January 2018, lot 1465.
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High Grade Oliver Cromwell 1658 Halfcrown NGC MS62

3141	 Oliver Cromwell (d.1658), Silver Halfcrown, 1658. Laureate and draped bust left, abbreviated Latin legend 
and toothed border surrounding, OLIVAR. D.G.R.P. ANG. SCO. ET. HIB &c PRO, Reverse: crowned 
quartered shield of  arms of  the Protectorate, date above, Latin legend and toothed border surrounding, 
PAX QVÆRITVR BELLO, edge inscribed in raised letters, +.HAS. NISI. PERITVRVS. MIHI. ADIMAT. 
NEMO. weight 15.07g (N.2746; Bull 252; ESC 447; S.3227A). Attractively toned, with mint bloom and 
underlying brilliance, one hairline on neck, a pleasing extremely fine, reverse good extremely fine and 
highly desirable, has been graded and slabbed by PCGS as MS62.	 $7,500 

PCGS Certification 34313123. 

We note at the time of  writing that 65 examples of  the 1658 Halfcrown have been graded by both services and only 14 are 
graded finer than this piece. The abbreviated Latin legends translate as “Oliver by the Grace of  God, Protector of  the Republic 
of  England, Scotland and Ireland,” and on the reverse “Peace is sought by war” and additionally on the edge “Let no one remove 
these from me under penalty of  death.” 

Ex Spink Coin Auction, 6th October 2004, lot 588.
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By Far the Finest Graded 1691
Halfcrown of William and Mary NGC MS61 Top of Population

3142	 William and Mary (1688-94), Silver Halfcrown, 1691. Conjoined laureate and draped busts right, Latin 
legend and toothed border surrounding, GVLIELMVS. ET. MARIA. DEI. GRATIA, Reverse: crowned 
cruciform shields, Lion of  Nassau at centre, date surrounding, WM monogram in angles, Latin legend 
and toothed border surrounding, MAG. BR. FR. ET HI. REX. ET REGINA. edge inscribed in raised 
letters.+.DECVS. ET. TVTAMEN. ANNO. REGNI. TERTIO.+. weight 14.90g (Bull 850; ESC 516; 
MCE 798; S.3436). Some light adjustment marks at centre on busts, some light toning, has been graded 
and slabbed by NGC as MS61, by far the finest graded.	 $7,500 

NGC Certification 5880623-005. 

We note at the time of  writing that NGC have graded only 7 pieces of  this date and this coin is a full 7 grades higher than the 
next coin down the scale. Looking at PCGS they have only graded 4 pieces and the nearest is 6 grades below this piece. The Latin 
legends translate as on the obverse “William and Mary, by the grace of  God” and on the reverse “King and Queen of  Great 
Britain, France and Ireland” additionally on the edge “An ornament and a safeguard, in the third year of  the reign”. 

Ex James Fox Collection, Classical Numismatic Group, Auction 94, 18th September 2013, lot 1967.
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High Grade Third Bust Crown of King William III

3143	 William III (1694-1702), Silver Crown, 1696. Third laureate and draped bust right, legend and toothed 
border surrounding, GVLIELMVS. III. DEI. GRA. Reverse: crowned cruciform shields, Lion of  Nassau at 
centre, early harp, date either side of  top crown. Latin legend surrounding MAG. BR.FRA. ET.HIB. REX. 
edge inscribed in raised letters and dated, +.+.DECVS. ET. TVTAMEN.ANNO. REGNI. OCTAVO. 
(Bull 1004; ESC 94; S.3472). Toned, a little weakly struck at the breastplate which helps define the third 
bust, extremely fine, has been graded and slabbed by NGC as MS62 and incorrectly defined on the label 
with an ESC reference to the first bust.	 $3,500 

NGC Certification 2033803-005. 

The third bust type is defined by the straight breastplate on the chest and far fewer of  this type have been graded by the services 
than the more common first bust. At the time of  writing PCGS have graded 16 third bust pieces and NGC have only graded 10. 
Of  the 26 graded, only five are finer graded than the 62 level. The Latin legends translate as on the obverse “William III by the 
Grace of  God” and abbreviated on the reverse as “King of  Great Britain, France and Ireland.” and additionally on the edge “An 
ornament and a safeguard, in the eighth year of  the reign.”
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High Grade One Year Only Type of the Smallest Gold Coin of George III

3144	 George I (1714-27), Gold Quarter Guinea, 1718. Laureate head right, Latin legend and toothed border 
surrounding, GEORGIVS. D.G. M.B.R. FR.ET. HIB. REX. F.D., Reverse: crowned cruciform shields, 
incorporating the Arms of  Hanover, sceptres in angles, garter star at centre, date either side of  top crown, 
BRVN ET. L. DVX S.R.I.A.TH ET. EL., edge diagonally grained (MCE 277; S.3638). Lightly toned has 
been graded and slabbed by NGC as MS62.	 $1,250 

NGC Certification 3395004-013. 

At the time of  writing we note that 156 examples of  the 1718 Quarter Guineas have been graded across both services of  which 
only 40 are finer than this piece. The abbreviated Latin legends translate as on the obverse “George by the Grace of  God, King 
of  Great Britain, France and Ireland, Defender of  the Faith” and on the reverse as “Duke of  Brunswick and Luneberg, High 
Treasurer and Elector of  the Holy Roman Empire.”

3145	 George I (1714-27), Gold Half-Guinea, 1725. Second older laureate head right, Latin legend and toothed 
border surrounding, GEORGIVS D. G. M. BR. FR. ET. HIB. REX. F.D, some stops weak or absent both 
sides, Reverse: crowned cruciform broad shields, incorporating the Arms of  Hanover, ornamental sceptres 
in angles, garter star at centre, date either side of  top crown, Latin legend and toothed border surrounding.
BRVN ET. L. DVX S.R.I.A.TH ET. EL. edge obliquely grained, weight 4.21g (MCE 274; S.3637). Toned, 
practically extremely fine, has been graded and slabbed by NGC as MS61.	 $3,750 

NGC Certification 5880615-004. 

The Latin legends translates as on the obverse “George, by the grace of  God, King of  Great Britain, France and Ireland, 
Defender of  the Faith” and on the reverse “Duke of  Brunswick and Luneberg, High Treasurer and Elector of  the Holy Roman 
Empire.” The lowest calendar year output of  gold coinage in the reign of  George I was for the year 1725 at a total production of  
£58,360 worth of  Guineas and Half-Guineas.
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3146	 George I (1714-27), Gold Guinea, 1726. Fifth laureate head right, legend and toothed border surrounding, 
GEORGIVS D G M BR FR. ET HIB REX. F.D, some stops absent, Reverse: crowned cruciform broad 
shields, incorporating the Arms of  Hanover, ornamental sceptres in angles, garter star at centre, date 
either side of  top crown, legend and toothed border surrounding.BRVN ET L. DVX S.R.I.A.TH ET. EL., 
edge obliquely grained, weight 8.40g (Schneider 549; MCE 261; S.3633). Toned with a few light surface 
marks, has been slabbed and graded by NGC as MS61.	 $5,000 

NGC Certification 5880617-020. 

We note currently that there are 50 records of  coins graded across both services of  which only twelve are graded finer.The 
abbreviated Latin legends translate as on the obverse “George by the Grace of  God, King of  Great Britain, France and Ireland, 
Defender of  the Faith” and on the reverse as “Duke of  Brunswick and Luneberg, High Treasurer and Elector of  the Holy Roman 
Empire.” For the calendar year 1726, £872,963 worth of  gold was produced into coin at the mint.
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